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Examiner: Unassigned 
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Dated: June 27, 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicants submit herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98. 



UNITED STATES PATENT PUBLICATIONS 
PATENTEE PUBLICATION NO. PUBLICATION DATE 

Usui, et al. US 2001/0036971 Al November 1, 2001 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
PATENTEE PATENT NO. ISSUE DATE 



Slaats, et al. 



3,970,732 



July 20, 1976 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



COUNTRY 



PUBLICATION NO. 



PUBLICATION DATE 



EPO 



EP 1 110 694 Al 



June 27, 2001 



Japan 



2000-176956 



June 27, 2000 



EPO 



EP 0 895 847 A2 



February 10, 1999 



Germany 



DE 196 17 284 Al 



November 6, 1997 



Germany 



DE 39 40 824 Al 



June 13, 1991 



The above-referenced documents are listed on Form PTO 1449. We have enclosed 
the cited documents to facilitate reference to them. 

Applicants are not aware of any other references to be identified at this time. If the 
Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, he or she is 
respectfully invited to contact Applicants' agent at the telephone number set forth below. 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(516) 822-3550 
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